
This is how romance works in Midsummer 
Mischief. The rules for romance are 
conducted through contingency envelopes.

Romance works basically with three 
envelopes. Envelope #1 is held by the women 
and contains envelopes #2 and #3. If an 
eligible bachelor (identified by a symbol on a 
namebadge) says a specific word, then that 
bachelor has just proposed marriage 
(possibly inadvertently). The women then 
gives the bachelor envelope #2 that explains 
what has just happened. Envelope #3 is only 
opened in the event that the bachelor behaves
in some beastly way.

The elder generation (the uncles and aunts) 
have the details of how romance works, and 
the younger characters are encouraged to 
seek their advice.

Examples of the envelopes, and the 
information given to uncles and aunts, are 
below.

Envelope #1 Open this if the word 
<secret word> is mentioned by anyone 
with £ on their badge. Note - this must 
be kept secret until the word is said.

(Note - “£” indicates that the character is an 
eligible bachelor.)

Gosh.  So that’s how True Love happens, is 
it?  He’s dear, he’s sweet, and he just 
proposed to you.  How wonderful.  You 
accepted, of course, and the poor thing looks 
kind of dazed.  You are overwhelmed by the 
splendour so suddenly revealed to you and 
are utterly devoted to your fiancé.  Give him 
the envelope marked ‘To My Own True Love’.
You’d best leave him and go tell someone - 
it’s all so exciting!

Now that you are engaged, you and your 
beloved will surely want to help each other in 
any way you can.

You have of course insisted on the criterion 
that your fiancé must <have some kind of 
possibly difficult-to-achieve goal> as a 
condition of your engagement.  He must fulfil
this condition by tomorrow or you must 
break off the engagement.  You may extend 
this deadline, but if he really loves you he will
meet your condition. Of course, your honey 
lamb may be unable to meet this condition or
may have  failings in your eyes.  Engaged men

must meet whatever conditions they are set 
by the annual Shropshire Midsummer Fete, 
when upcoming weddings are announced.

Unfortunately, sometimes it is necessary to 
break off an engagement - you know what 
they say about the course of true love.  If you  
wish to break off an engagement (perhaps 
your fiancé cannot meet your conditions, or 
has some other failing), talk to one of Lord 
Emsworth’s sisters to gain official social 
sanction.

(Note - you cannot be engaged to more than 
one man! See a Director if necessary.)

Envelope #2 (inside Envelope #1): To 
My Own True Love (Give to the chap 
who just said “<secret word>”)

Well, that’s a turn up.  One moment you’re 
just talking and next thing you know she’s 
accepted your proposal for marriage!  Crikey!
You hadn’t even realised you’d proposed!  

Romance is a strange and wonderful 
experience.  It strikes unpredictably and 
changes everything.  You’ve never understood
the power of love before now. You are 
overwhelmed by the splendour so suddenly 
revealed to you and are utterly devoted to 
your fiancée. You’re a bit stunned and need a 
moment alone to take it all in.

Now that you are engaged, you and your 
beloved will surely want to help each other in 
any way you can.

However, your beloved has made it a 
condition of your engagement that you 
<achieve goal as described above> - by 
tomorrow! Upcoming weddings are 
announced at the Shropshire Midsummer 
Fete, and your honey bunch is eager to make 
your intentions known!

As you know, chaps are subject to Breach of 
Contract suits if they break engagements, and
so women are the only ones who can 
honourably call it off.  It amazes you that 
there are any old bachelors left when love 
seems so bewildering and the ways of women 
so dashed difficult to fathom! Perhaps you 
should consult an avuncular bachelor for 
some advice.



Envelope #3 (inside envelope #1): 
Open this if your True 
Love <behaves reprehensibly in some 
arbitrary way>

How could he be such a blackguard!  You 
thought he was such a kind, elegant man, the 
sort who <would meet the criteria – but 
it turns out he doesn’t>  You could never 
love such a man - this is an unforgivable 
fault!  You must break your engagement 
immediately.  

Find one of Lord Emsworth’s sisters and take
back your ‘To My Own True Love’ envelope 
and its contents from your former beloved. 
Then see a Director.

Notes on Affairs of the Heart for Men 
of Experience

You’re a man of the world and have learned 
about dealing with women in love.  Romance 
is tricky and marriage is a serious business, 
so it pays to know the ropes.

Society dictates different rules for men and 
women when it comes to  breaking 
engagements.  Men are subject to Breach of 
Contract suits, and so women are the only 
ones who can call an engagement off.  A 
woman is within her rights to break her 
engagement if she discovers any of the 
following about her fiancé:

• He has not met any conditions of the 
engagement.

• He has unforgivable failings in her 
eyes.

• He has proposed to another woman.
• He has engaged in deceit to win her 

affections.

If a woman wishes to break off an 
engagement, she must see one of Lord 
Emsworth’s sisters who can give official 
social sanction. Therefore a fellow can only 
get out of an engagement by giving his 
intended cause to go to one of the 
Threepwood matrons.  He must (of course) 
work indirectly by showing his bad side, or 
deliberately causing scandal about himself, so
that he shows himself to be an utter rotter.  
As love is blind, women in love don’t suspect 
that their men could be so devious.

The ways of women are dashed difficult for 
men to fathom and it’s all too easy for a man 
to say things he never planned.  If a man 

finds himself accidentally engaged  to two 
women at once, he will cause a scandal if 
anyone finds out.   In order to keep his 
original fiancée, he must disentangle himself 
from the second engagement before she 
discovers his indiscretion, or both women 
will be angry and break it off.

Notes on Affairs of the Heart for 
Respectable Women

As a respectable society matron, you have 
considerable authority on the proper ways of 
conducting engagements.  Society dictates 
different rules for men and women on 
breaking engagements.  Men are subject to 
Breach of Contract suits and cannot break off 
an engagement. Only women can do this, and
only under certain circumstances.  A woman 
is within her rights to break her engagement 
if she discovers any of the following about her
fiancé:

• He has not met any conditions of the 
engagement

• He has unforgivable failings in her 
eyes

• He has proposed to another woman
• He has engaged in deceit to win her 

affections

If a woman wishes to break off an 
engagement, she must see you or one of your 
sisters who can give official social sanction.

If a man is such a cad as to actually engage 
himself to two women at once, it is a scandal 
which naturally breaks both engagements.  
Women are (of course) ever so much more 
sensible and are never engaged more than 
once.

To actually break an engagement, you must 
tell the young man yourself and retrieve the 
“To My Own True Love” envelope. (Be aware,
men are weak and are liable to make a scene.)
Return the TMOTL envelope to the girl 
involved and tell her to see a Director.


